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Librarians realize the value of exchange of 
ideas, the stimulation of reports of progress, and 
the interest in all sorts of news from other libra- 
ries and librarians, With library conventions and 
meetings greatly curtailed, and in’many instances 
cancelled due to the war emerrency, we shall be 
more denvendent upon library publications than ever 
before. 

Texas Libraries is now sent to over three 
hundred libraries, state library commissions, and 
library schools in the United States and its pos- 
sessions, Canada, Mexico, England, and China, 

Contributions are welcomed. The Texas State 
Library feels that its publication would be much 
more interesting and valuable if more librarians 
reported news. Publication months are March, June, 
September, and December. Please address communie 


cations to the Texas State Library, State Capitol, 
Austin, Texas. 
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VICTORY BOOK CAMPAIGN, 1945.. The Victory Book Campaign of 1943 will be 
launched on January 5, 1525, seeking to secure millions of contributions of books 


from the public for the use of the armed forces, This effort, urged by the War and 
Navy Departments, will come to a conclusion on March 5. This campaign, as was the 
1942 one, will operate under the joint sponsorship of the ALA, the American Red 
Cross, and the USO, but will be directed by the Victory Book Campaign Committee, 
This committee is now seeking to place increased emphasis on cooperative activities 
of individual communities in helping to raise the needed millions of books. Mr, 
John M, Connor continues in the capacity of Director, 

The purpose of the campaign is to collect from the American Public as many 
books, with the emphasis upon good books, as it is possible to collect in the given 
time. No specific goals will be publicly announced, although it is hoped that the 
total will at least equal or exceed that collected in the previous drive, This num 
ber was ten million books, of which more than six million were actually distributed 
to the armed forces. 

In developing the themes for popular appeal, these basic ideas will be kept in 
the forefront: 

le The drive will be presented in terms of books each individual can and is 
supposed to give to the individual soldier and sailor, rather than in terms of a 
staggering overall quota. 

2 Quality of books will be stressed as basic, such quality to be measured by 
(a) condition, and (b) subject matter. 

3. Another basic theme is that the collection of these books is a national 
effort in which every group interest and interest group are pulling together, 

As a definite part of the organizational work leading up to the actual campaign, 
committees will be set up in each of a number of fields, the continuity of planning 
and effort to be integrated into the broad overall plan. ia 

A steering committee composed of the librarian as a representative of the ALA, 
the heads of the local Red Cross Chapter and the USO will organize and select an 
active chairman in each community. Librarians and chairmen will profit in this new 
campaign from the 1942 campaign, and will be able to make the machinery of organi- 
zation and collection run more smoothly. The methods that were successful in 1942 
may be used again to good advantage. 

To repeat, the sorting must be ruthless. Do not hesitate to discard books in 
poor condition or sentimental novels by “early Victorian ladies." We can afford to 
send ony ‘usable books to the men in our armed forces. Too many worthless books 
were collected before. Lot us not repeat that mistake, 

-O= 

TEXAS STATE LIBRARY NEWS NOTES. The Texas State Library came in for its share 
in the complete repainting and refinishing of the inside of the Capitol during Octo- 
ber and November. Although the nice fresh white walls and newly varnished pancl- 
ling. are vory pleasing now, during the time of tho work the State Library was in the 
worst dust and confusion probably in its history. The Library was closed for sev- 
eral days, and the staff was moved into the basement, Now, however, as well as the 
improvement of the bright effect of the fresh walls, some new arrangements in the 
furniture have also improved the library quarters, 

Miss Katherine Bridges of the State Library staff went to Granger on November 
19 to give a talk on modern trends in reading to the Women's Federation of Clubs. 
Miss Bridges reviewed and exhibited the following books: "Return to the Future," by 
Undset, "Only the Stars are Neutral," by Reynolds, "Cross Creek," by Rawlings, and 
"Song of Bernadette," by Werfel. Miss Bridges reported a most appreciative audience 
and a pleasant trip. 





2 











she 


ry 
| 


ice 











DECEMBER TEXAS LIBRARIES 1942 


OOK’ WEEK, 1942. Book Week was observed in practically all Texas libraries 
this year, with a number of libraries reporting interesting and original exhibits 
and activities. 

The Book Week exhibit of the Texas State Library was in the window of the 
Chamber of Commerce ‘building in Austin. The exhibit consisted of stacks of books 
in the form of steps leading to a Book Week poster with the slogan "Forward With 
Books." On each step was a cardboard figure of a typical person = a small boy and 
girl, a working man, a doctor, a soldier, a woman war worker in slacks, etc. In 
front were open books with similar figures arranged as if walking toward the steps. 
Books displayed were such titles as the "What the Citizen Should Know" series, and 
various other timely books. Miss Doris Nesbitt of the State Library staff drew 
the figures. 

The Waco Public Library arranged several timely exhibits which were excellent 
publicity for the library. Three of the displays were in downtown stores; Cox's, 
Novich's, and Wolfe's (florist shop), ‘The displays in the Cox and Novich windows 
featured the war theme, while the one in Wolfe's was a miniature garden with books 
about gardening and flower arrangement. An international exhibit and a “war in- 
formation center" were shown in the library. Two story hours for different age 
groups, open house in the children's department, and a talk to adults on "Treas= 
ures of the Library" were other Book Week events. 

Book Week was observed in the Dallas elementary schools with various exhibits 
and programs. Colonial School's Book Week program included the dramatization by 
children of scenes from "Tom Sawyer" and other old favorites. 

The Fort Worth Public Library prepared a Book Week exhibit around the theme — 
"Forward with books in 4 world at war" in the window of the First National Bank. 
Miss Siddie Joe Johnson, children's librarian of the Dallas Public Library, re- 
viewed her recent book, "New: Town in Texas" for fourth and fifth grade school 
girls. » 

New books for children on the war were featured in the Tyler Carnegie Lix- 
brary's Book Week displays. Books exhibited included "The Courage and the Glory,’ 
"Air Patrol," "Submarines," "Sailor Jack," and Fighting Planes of the World.” 
Book marks listing suggestions for reading were distributed to the children. 





-o- 
AMONG LIBRARIANS. Resignations and Appointments, Baylor University Library 
has three new staff members. They are: Miss Billie Jo Lockridge, BeAs, 1941, BS. 


in LsSe, 1942, Texas State College for Women, Cataloger; Miss Marggret Ann Parsons, 
B.S., 1940, Texas State College for Women, Catalogers and Miss Jean Funk, Beds, 
Vassar, 1957, Librarian of the Music and Fine Arts Divisione 

Mrs. Bertha Teague, formerly district supervisor of the statewide WPA library 
project, is the new children's librarian of the Tom Green County Library, replacing 
Mrs, Mary Rivas, who has moved to Washington, 

Miss Edith D. McCright, associate librarian and head of the reference depart- 
ment of the El Paso Public’ Library since 1918, recently resigned to go to Califor- 
nia to be with her parents, who are in ill health. 

Mrs, Florence M, McDonald, librarian of Daniel Baker College Library at 
Brownwood for the past seven years, is now librarian of the Jim Hogg County Library. 
Mrs. Virginia S, Monk, a 1942 graduate of Texas State College for Women, succeeds 
Mrs. McDonald at Daniel Baker. 

Mrs. Therman L. Johnson, formerly assistant librarian and counsellor at Hock- ~~ 
aday’ School in Dallas, recently became librarian at Camp Hood. Miss Ruth Lee, LeSeUe, 
1942, is at Hockaday School. € 

-O= 

WPA ASSISTANCE ENDS. With the closing shortly of the statewide WPA library 
project, due to the President's order that the whole Works Projects Administration 
be closed and all money and effort be diverted toward defense, the public and school 
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libraries of the state will have to make drastic re-adjustments in budget end work 
schedules. 

The mechanical assistance which the WPA workers have rendered to the libraries 
during. the seven years that WPA has existed is inestimable, and libraries will be 
bound to curtail to a great extent some of the services which they have been able to 
give because of this help, or will have to have substantial budset increases to con- 
tinue them for the duration, at least. 





Ox ‘ 

“;ARTIMC SERVICES OF THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY. The Texas State Library, like all 
other public libraries, is contributing to the war effort in many ways. Wine staff 
members have gone into the service, one t6 become a member of the WAACs, and others 
to enlist in the army and naval air corps, as well as in various other branches of 
the army and the navy. The Negro porter is in a munitions plant. 

Extension service has been carried into the army camps whenever field trips 
have made such visits possible, and Gren’ and indirect service to the men in the 
armed forces have resulted. 

The State Librarian served as state chairman for the VBC, which gathered cand 
distributed thousands of books and magazines to the army camps in the state, and many 
letters of appreciation from the men have been received by State headquarters here, 

Books of all types and for many purposes have been lent by the State Library to 
the librarians and men in the camps. Those tothe librarians have included books 
on book selection, lettering, and classification, and one on library administration 
to a Negro army camp library, 

Books to the men have included one to a lieutenant on personnel administration, 
and a book on handwriting as well as several books and a book list on tropical fish 
to other soldiers. Two books on jujutsu were purchased especially to lend to a man 

Arrangements have been made to lend the Del Valle Air Base, which 3 is located 
just outside of Austin, a collection of several hundred very carefully selectod 
books from the Extension Division. 

~OW 

THE WAR AND LIBRARIES. Tangible results of the Victory Book Campaign are 
still being discovered at VBC headquarters at the Texes State Library. Recontly 
a letter was forwarded to the State Library by the Crockett County VBC Committee. 

It was from Pvt. D. Carl Smith of Leesburg, Florida, now stationed in a Texas camp. 
Quarantined for 21 days after oxposure to mumps, Smith wrote that VBC magazines and 
books helped him to pass away the long hours. "I havon't seen much of Texas yet," 

he wrote, "and I rucss it will be another threc weeks before I get to sce any of it 
except through the bars on our windows," 

Because of transportation difficultios, the fourth annual Library Confcrence 
at Texas State Collcoge for Women scheduled to be held October 31, was cancellod, 

Following an official request from ‘iashington for postponement or cancellction 
“of all meetings which would involve traveling" during the Christmas holiday period, 
President Metcalf of the ALA has approved postponement of the Notional Institute on 
War and Postwar Issues and all Midwinter meetings of the ALA Council, Executive 
Boerd, and other boards. These mectings will be held Jan, 30 ~ Feb. 1, 1943, 

Nelson A. Rockefeller, U.S. Coordinator of IntereAmerican Affairs, in a statee 
ment to the ALA recently, commended librarics for what they have done to promote 
Inter-American understanding. Mr. Rockefcller said in part, "It has been encourage 
ing to witness the energy, high purpose, and firm resolve demonstrated by tho li- 
brarians of the Unitcd States in their contribution to the country's war activi- 
tieSese. We rely on the libraries of this country as one of the great channels of in- 


formation necessary to understanding and to intelligent participation by our 
citizens," 
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LIBRARIANS AND WAR WORK. A number of Texas librarians have temporarily left 
the profession to engage in war work of various kinds, Some have joined the women's 
divisions of the army and navy, while others have taken civilian war positions, 

Miss Mary Catherine Lauderdale of the order department of Tyrrell Public Li- 
brary, Beaumont, left the early part of October to become a WAVE. Miss J.auderdale 
is in training for service in radio work, Miss Madeline Canova, instructor in li-~ 
brary science at Texas State College for Women, has also enlisted in the WAVEs,. 

Miss Martha Lockridge, librarian’of the Marlin High School, will loave soon to 
enter the WAACs, either at Des Moines, Iowa, or Daytona Beach, Florida. Miss Mar= 
gerct Waide, general assistant in the Toxas State Library, left for Des Moines in 
September. 

Among those who have taken civilian war positions are Miss Elizabeth Hay’ of 
the Kilgore Public Library who is now with the Office of Price Administration, and 
Miss Willie Mae Robicheaux of Tyrrell Public Library who accepted a position with 
the United States Army Training Depot at New Orleans. : 

“= 

THE TRUSTEE AND THE LIBRARY. In his article "Public Library Finance = tho 
Trustee's Part"( minnesota Libraries", December, 1942), Mr. Carl Vitz raiscs the 
question as to whether or not boards of trustees of libraries are roally necessary. 
Students of government are questioning the desirability of boards in the adminis- 
tration of many public agencics as parks, welfare departments, schools, and li~ 
brariese The trend today is against a multiplicity of boards, 

However, Mr. Vitz expresses the opinion, based on many years of experience in 
several large city libraries, that library boards continue to bo of much value if 
they function as they should, 

Two principal responsibilities belong to the public library board, hir. Vitz 
believes. First is the caroful selection of a librarian, which is of the utmost 
importance, and ncxt is an adcquato income for thc library. "This is an all-theo- 
year responsibility," says Mr. Vitz; "one constantly to be kept in mind by the 
board and its members. When librarics were in their beginnings, boards felt this 
obligation much more than they do nowe Failure here is one of the rcasons why 
boards are losing public approval," 

Mr. Vitz says further, "The trustce should considcr himself as an advocate for 
the library. Too often he considers it his duty to save the taxpayer's dollar. 
This is a wrong conception. The taxpaycr will spcak for himself and there are other 
officials chargod with the duty to review the library board's requost. Tho library 
budgct has a right to its day in court and to a friendly pleader for. its cause." 

Mr. Vitz cmphasizes the importance of spending substantially tho whole budget. 
The funds appropriated are for current expenses and should be used for such, If 
reserve funds are built up, they should bo from avpropriations.or levics in addition 
to those for current maintenance, 





-O= 

MAGAZINES FOR EXCHANGE. The Texas State Library has a large collection of 
duplicate magazinos dating back to 1890, and will be glad to exchange them with any 
library which is interested. Following aro some of the titles of which the Library 
has various issues: American Magazine, Current History, Engineering News, Good House- 
keeping, Harpers, Literary Digest, Nation, National Geographic, Oil and Gas Journal, 
Scientific American, Scribners. A complete list of the magazincs available will be 
sent upon request. 

The Library also has a number of duplieate United States government doouments 


which can be had for payment of transportation. Please send in your want list at 
Once. 
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RECENT TEXAS BOOKS. Baker, Karle Wilson, Star of the waa serneees Coward, 
1942, 2075. An exciting pioneer story of the years of the s Revolution, The 
plot, which concerns the building of a home and the development of a culture in 
Nacogdoches, holds the reader's interest throughout the book. : 

Perry, George Sessions, Texas: a world in itself, Whittlessey, 1942, $2.75. 
In contrast to Big Spring, Mr. Perry's book is an account of contemporary Texas 
with its idiosyncrasies of speech and manners, and its striking contrasts between 
sections, Amusing anecdotes and incidents make this book amusing as well as in- 
formative. — 

















Philips, Shine, eh Springs the casual biography of a prairie town, Pren- 
tice, 1942, (2.50. This account of a Texas town during the "gay nineties" is 


told in the colorful vernacular of the Plains by a native of Big Spring. Light 
but entertaining, it describes typical characters of a by-gone era: the "Doc," the 
Saddlebag Parson, the Drummers, the Cowpunchers, and the Pillroller (druggist). 

Johnson, Siddie Joe, New town’in Texas, Longmans, 1942, $2.25. The story 
of twelve-year-old Abigail Thompson, who came to Texas with her family in 1872 
and settled in what is now the town of Denison, The adventure-loving Abby found 
plenty of excitement in this wild country on the Red River, and the greatest 
thrill of her life came when she saw the "Katy" engine first pull into town, 

Taylor, Ross McLaury. The saddle and the plow. Bobbs, 1942, $2.50. A con- 
tinuation of the author’s first novel, "Brazos, which was the story.of the boy- 
hood and early youth of a Texas plainkman during the Eighteen Seventies, The 
saddle and the plow finds Brazos Bolton and Mary, his wife, working hard to build 
a fine ranch on the banks of the Red River. The changing country with its in- 
creasing number of dirt farmers worried Brazos, who was a cattleman, But when 
fire swept the dry range, Brazos fought shoulder-to shoulder wtth- the dirt far- 
mers, and returned to his own place to find his home burned down and his land seared 
and barren. The saddle and the plow has the integrity which makes it a realistic 
novel of Texas in the making. 

Vestal, Stanley. Bigfoot Wallace, Houghton, 1942, $3, This is another read- 
able biography of the famous Texas hero. Stanley Vestal is the pseudonym of Walter 
S. Campbell, professor of literature at the University of Oklahoma. 

-0- 

ABOUT LIBRARIES. San Antonio, The Harry Hertzberg Circus Room in the public 
library, built to house a collection of 20,000 articles with interesting circus 
histories, was dedicated in November, John Ringling North, president of the world's 
largest circus, was guest of honor. The late Harry Hertzberg, San Antonio attorney, 
specified in his will that a room be built for the circus collection and also for 

His large library of rare circus books, The special rooms were added to the third 
floor of the library. 

Monahans, The newly-established Ward County Library has recently opened two 
library stations, one at Barstow,and,on a small scale in a temporary location,one at 
Pyote, A number of new books were recently added to the.general collection, 

ad Christi. La Retama Public Library received 5,500 reference questions 
during the month of October, according to Miss Helen T. Coffin, librarian, This is 
an unusually large number, and many of them show the trends of the times by being on 
such subjects as railroads, electroplating, and inter-office telephones. 

Beaumont. Both the Lamar College Library and Tyrrell Public Library are co- 
operating in providing special reading collections for the new course in American 
government being taught in the evening school divigion of Lamar Junior College. 

The course may be taken for college credit if desired, and includes a study of the 
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fundamental principles of the federal and Texas constitutions, with an analysis of 


modern trends in government, 


Fort Worth, The Fort Worth Public Library has provided a new service for music 
lovers with ite soundproof room which contains a grand piano and a radio with a 
record player. The 40 record albums and many other single recordings in the collec- 
tion have all been gifts to the library. Besides strictly classical records, there 
are folk songs, waltzes, and even an album of square dances to satisfy lighter tastes. 

A new station of the Fort Worth Public Library was recently opened at Circle 
Park School. For the use of students and residents of North Fort Worth, the collec- 
tion consists of about 500 books. 

Galveston, An unusual loan of a large number of publicity scrapbooks was pre- 
sented to the Rosenberg Library by the publicity department of the Galveston Cham- 
ber of Commerce. The clippings date from April, 1937, and’ include actounts of many 
varied activities in the realm of political, civic, social, patriotic, and philan- 
thropic endeavorse 4 9 

A new organization, the Galveston Historical Society, patterned after the old 
Texas Historical Society of Galveston, was organized in October. The purpose of the 
organization is to gather historical data, 

Alice. Patrons of the Alice Public Library have set a new circulation record 
with the reading of almost 5,000 books during October. This is indeed good news 
when many libraries are reporting a loss of circulations ‘ 

Grand Prairie. The Grand Prairie Library, which is one of the several libra-= 
ries in the Dallas County system, has recently been moved into new and larger quar- 
ters in the remodeled Community House, 

Wharton, The Wharton County Library reports a 32 per cent increase in adult 
circulation during the months of July, August, and September, 1942, as compared with 
the satié périod in I941g°"! Nts - tratct detest th ern or 

Houston, A modern device for simplfying the clerical work of recording circue 
lation has recently been purchased by the Houston Public Library. 

Mexia, The Negro Municipal Library of Mexia was formally opened in September, 
The movement for this library was initiated by the Negroes themselves, and they were 
largely instrumental in getting it established, The city of Mexia is contributing 
$25 a month to aid in its support, while a nominal fee is charged for memberships 
The library is located in the home of the Negro librarian, Jettie White, 

Terrell, A Negro branch of the Terrell Public Library has been opened in the 
Terrell Negro School, and a Negro worker has been employed as librarian, 

ler. The Tyler’ Negro Public Library, established last year, has been granted 
an appropriation of $1,200 a year by the city of Tyler. Heretofore the library was 
entirely dependent on gifts for maintenance, 
t =-Ox-- 

COUNTY LIBRARY ESTABLISHMENT EXCELLENT IN WARTIME, In 1939 there were 342 
counties in the United States and 4 in Hawaii’ with county library service, By Sep- 
tember, 1942, the number had increased to 593, including the 4 in Hawaii. This is 
an increase of 251 county libraries since the beginning of the Second World War in 
1939, Thirty-three of these libraries were established during the first eight 
months of 1942, Five county libraries have been begun in Texas during the last two 
years, and 9 since the beginning of the War, Recent scattered reports which have 
come to the attention of the Texas State Library Extension Division show that in the 
November elections in other states,4 counties in Minnesota and 5 in Washington voted 
in county library service. In Washington, the voters were willing to vote to tax 
themselves to support the libraries, In this state (Washington), as in some other 
states, a special tax can be levied for county library support, but in Texas the 
only menas is by an appropriation from the tax money collected on the assessed valu- 
ation. basis. 
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